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Stephen Jenkinson, MTS, MSW, is an author, 
ceremonialist and farmer. 
Stephen teaches internationally and is the 
creator and principal instructor of the Orphan 
Wisdom School, founded in 2010 in Ontario, 
Canada.
With Master’s degrees from Harvard University 
(Theology) and the University of Toronto (Social 
Work), he has worked extensively with dying 
people and their families, is a former programme 
director in a major Canadian hospital and former 
assistant professor in a prominent Canadian 
medical school.
He is the author of several books including the 
award-winning Die Wise: A Manifesto for Sanity 
and Soul. 
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A wise death is everyone’s right. 

The idea makes no sense in a culture that doesn’t believe in dying, or in limits or 
endings, at all.
Die Wise – A Manifesto for Sanity and Soul is Stephen Jenkinson’s 
award-winning book about grief, and dying, and the great love of life.
Dying is the fulfillment, not the end, of life. 
Here’s the revolution: Dying can be - and must be - the fullest expression and 
incarnation of what you’ve learned by living. Dying well is a spiritual obligation, 
and a moral obligation. If you love somebody, if you care about the world that’s 
to come after you, if you want somebody to be spared the 
lunacy of what you’ve seen, you’ve got to ‘die wise.’” 
Especially in the wake of a pandemic. 
This talk begins to imagine another way of doing so.


